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The Vienna Biennale Circle’s exhibition manifesto What do we want? 

Dimensions of a New Digital Humanism serves as a catalyst for a 

reorientation of our society in light of the increasing interlinkage between 

humans and digital machines. Since autumn 2016, the Vienna Biennale 

Circle, a think tank of mostly Vienna-based personages from various 

creative segments, has been analyzing—from a human perspective—some 

of the central issues around the future of civilization in Digital Modernity. 

The form of the manifesto ties back to an early art-historical avant-garde 

phenomenon. With trenchant texts as the essence of its discourse, the 

Vienna Biennale Circle postulates possible approaches to a world we 

would want to live in also in the future. 

 

Reflections about societal changes brought about by Digital Modernity, 

such as, for example, its impact on our ideas and values, are limping along 

behind the digital revolution. Rather than offering an objective analysis of 

this upheaval, the Vienna Biennale Circle purposely makes human 

beings—all of us—the focal point and raises crucial sociological questions. 

 

Thus, for instance, the encroachment of robots on many areas of work 

has far-reaching consequences on our performance model, which is 

based on gainful employment and education. One of the main messages 

of the exhibition manifesto is that the radical changes stemming from 

digitalization can only be countered with a return to social values. Lifelong 

learning and meaningful work must be viewed as essential cultural tools 

for dealing with new technologies in an informed and qualified manner. 

 

The Vienna Biennale Circle seeks a constructive approach to digital-

technological progress and intends its optimal utilization to be in the long-

term interest of humankind and our planet. The prerequisite for this is 

digital literacy, which gives rise to agency. Society must become aware of 
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its opportunities to shape the permanent digital revolution and its 

responsibilities in this regard. 

 

As a clear commitment to human values, the manifesto What do we want? 

Dimensions of a New Digital Humanism designed by buero bauer offers an 

orientation guide to our hypercomplex information society and shows 

ways of creating a sustainable, inclusive, and humane quality culture. 

 

The Vienna Biennale Circle team: Christoph Thun-Hohenstein (editorial 

lead), Gerald Bast, Erwin Bauer, Mark Coeckelbergh, Janina Falkner, Anne 

Faucheret, Paul Feigelfeld, Gabriela Gantenbein, Harald Gruendl, Ulrike 

Haele, Miriam Kathrein, Beate Lex, Eva Meran, Elisabeth Noever-Ginthör, 

Hans-Jörg Otto, Bill Price, Doris Rothauer, Robert Trappl, Marlies Wirth, 

and Evan Zimmerman. 

 

Exhibition manifesto communication design: buero bauer 
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