
 

 

StadtFabrik [City factory] 
 

Demonstrators and exhibition:  
A project by the Vienna Business Agency  
and the MAK 

Exhibition Venue MAK Exhibition Hall and demonstrators across the city 
 MAK, Stubenring 5, 1010 Vienna 
Exhibition Dates 21 June – 1 October 2017 
Opening Hours Tue 10 a.m.–10 p.m., Wed–Sun 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
 Free admission on Tuesdays from 6–10 p.m. 
 
 

The StadtFabrik [City factory], a research laboratory for new fields within 
the creative industries, will explore new cultures of production and work in 
the context of the VIENNA BIENNALE 2017: Robots. Work. Our Future. 
Since 2016 the StadtFabrik, a joint project by the Vienna Business Agency 
with its creative center departure and the MAK, curated by the IDRV – 
Institute of Design Research Vienna, has been committed to discovering 
and raising awareness of urban potentials in the creative industries. With 
demonstrators across the city and the exhibition CityFactory: New Work. 
New Design. at the MAK, the StadtFabrik will research three core aspects 
of work in the digital future: NEW CREATIVE WORK, NEW SOCIAL WORK, 
and NEW SUSTAINABLE WORK. 
 
StadtFabrik: Demonstrators in the city 
To show the potential that design can have as a tool for positive social 
change, questions were developed on the basis of the three aspects NEW 
CREATIVE WORK, NEW SOCIAL WORK, and NEW SUSTAIN-ABLE WORK. 
As prototypical experimental arrangements, the demonstrators around 
the city will make it possible to experience and try out new ways of work-
ing.   
 
The Dutch fashion collective PostCouture positions open-design products 
as a counteroffer to the mainstream. An experimental arrangement by the 
Team Wien will test workspaces for creatives as “urban commons” in a 
prominent place in the city center of Vienna. Under the title “Public Design 
Consultation,” the Studio Dankl will work together with residents to make 
the value of personal belongings the starting point for design processes. 
Another demonstrator will focus on the transformation of the resource 
that is aluminum: beforehand, the agency WeMake will create a campaign 
to raise awareness among the population of Vienna.  
 

Press Release 



 

 

Page 2 

Other demonstrators will be jointly selected with the Vienna Business 
Agency in the departure challenge. They will be introduced at various sites 
in Vienna during the VIENNA BIENNALE and contextualized in the exhibi-
tion at the MAK. 
 
CityFactory: New Work. New Design. (exhibition at the MAK) 
With the progress of digitalization and the dramatic environmental chang-
es to our planet, we must rethink work, production, and consumption. 
Which future-proof and meaningful fields of design present themselves? 
Which ways of working are associated with them? Will today’s consumers 
become tomorrow’s producers and designers? If fundamental fields of 
work are covered by robots and artificial intelligence in the future, how can 
social security succeed? How should we redistribute work? How can we 
tap into the design principles and strategies of the commons for new and 
alternative sectors of business? 
 
The exhibition CityFactory: New Work. New Design. demonstrates possible 
answers and approaches towards making this a reality. References are 
made to the concept of New Work by the social philosopher Frithjof 
Bergmann and his postulate that even in the future meaningful work will 
not be in short supply, as well as to the model of an unconditional basic 
income, which is intended to guarantee social security in a new world of 
work. The overarching theme of the exhibition is a new understanding of 
design, whose subject matter need not always be a product, whose au-
thorship will be renegotiated, and which will transform and future-proof 
our everyday lives. 
 
New creative work is based on an expanded concept of design and on an 
altered role for creatives. Important principles are cooperation instead of 
competition, open structures, open innovations, and open design. In the 
exhibition, Wikihouse is representative of a “knowledge common,” which 
was initiated by architects as a global collaboration. An open interface 
provides the opportunity to produce and further develop house designs 
locally. Andrés Jaque Architects (New York, Madrid) will interpret the 
wikihouse concept for the exhibition. 
 
New social work implies socially and politically engaged design strategies 
as well as alternative forms of economic activity. Run by people who are 
seeking asylum, the workshop at the refugee hostel in Erdberg, Vienna, will 
be transferred to the MAK Exhibition Hall. A specially developed design for 
furniture will be added to the Social Furniture Collection by EOOS, which is 
also used at the refugee hostel in Erdberg. 
 
In the sustainable work section of the exhibition, modes of production will 
be reconceived in consideration of resource efficiency and energy re-
quirements. The Viennese design studio breadedEscalope will focus on 
design’s potential in a circular economy. An installation will demonstrate 
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how using the plastic resource PET on such a massive scale can be kept 
in the cycle. 
 
These central objects in the exhibition CityFactory: New Work. New Design. 
will be contextualized with the aid of other projects, visual materials, texts, 
and videos. Furthermore, the processes and results of the demonstrators 
developed for the urban space will also feed into the exhibition. 
 
With projects by:  
Andrés Jaque Architects, breadedEscalope, Caritas/EOOS, Thomas Lom-
mée, Magdalena Reiterer, Jesko Fezer & Studio Experimentelles Design, 
Dirk Vander Kooij, The Post-Couture Collective (Martijn van Strien), Team 
Wien (Bika Rebek, Büro KLK, madame architects, Daniela Mehlich, most-
likely, Irina Nalis, Anna Paul, Felix Steinhoff, Tzou Lubroth architects), 
Studio Dankl (Kathrina Dankl), Teresa van Dongen, WeMake, and many 
more. 
 
Curators of the demonstrators: Harald Gruendl, Ulrike Haele (IDRV – Insti-
tute of Design Research Vienna) 
 
Curators of the exhibition: Martina Fineder, Harald Gruendl, Ulrike Haele 
(IDRV – Institute of Design Research Vienna) 
 
The Austrian Council for Research and Technology Development is sup-
porting the IDRV research project “Commons as a mind-set and  
as an innovative strategy in design” in the context of the exhibition  
CityFactory. 
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